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7 * e Aint Poul, ho in his Firſt Epiſtle bad in- 
— Timoth in ſeveral Particulars rela- 
to the Government of the Church at 
Epheſus, ſeems in this Second to have a 
= in a View, at leaſt of equal Conſequence ; wiz. 
to direct him, how he, who was intruſted with the 
Y Care of athers, ſhould” Freſide and Watch over Him- 
ſelf; That ſo he might geve no Offence in any thing, 
and Ther the Mixiflry might not be blamed. 
The Apoſile knew how much the Succeſs of Reli- 
gion wauld depend upon the Prudence of their Con- 
4 duct who taught 2 nmended it; and therefoge 
could not but ſee, chat if Timothy, while he was diſ- 
3 Charging the Duties of his Office 33 Others, with 
the greateſt Diligence and Fidelity, had ne glected 
Himlelf, his Precepts _ have <2 roeffaual, his _ 
 Reproaks | vain, his Power of doing Good wery much - | 
kalen d, i not dite h and the * 2 
: riſti- 
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Chriſtianity y would in all probability have ſuffer, 
m proportion to this Neglect. 


In his Situation, the Influence ny a Good or Bad Ex 


ample muſt Aer been very extenſi ive ; for his Juriſ- 


diction was a large one: and therefore if we take an 
Eſtimate from thence of the Efficacy which his Ex- 


ample might have, we ſhall ſoon diſcover how much 
it concern'd St, P 1 to exhort him to watch in all 
thi g, and to reſerve ſome part of his Care and In- 


ſpection for his own Life and Manners. 

Beſides, the Epheſians were a looſe and undiſciplin'd 
People; they were not only naturally Vicious, but 
rend rd {till more ſo, by the Hereſy of Simon Magus, 
whole Doctrine, by its Agreeableneſs to the Senſes, 


had made its Way, and began then to ſpread it ſelf 
among em. It ſeem'd therefore in an eſpecial Man- 
ner neceſſary, that Timothy ſhould ſee that he walked 
eircumſpecily, becauſe the 5 were evil, The Epheſians 


at this Juncture wanted the Light and Reproof of 
-fome ſhining Example ; and none could be more diffu- 


me in its Benefit, than that of their Biſhop : He was 


as a City ſet upon ax Hill; the Eminence of bis Station 
would at the {ame time attract and engage their Atten- 


tion; they could not but ſee ce bis good Works, and 


might be ſo far affected by em, as to your with him 
in glorifying their Father in Heaven. 
For theſe Reaſons it was highly e et that 


Timothy ſhould fludy to ſbem bit oy” e both to 


oy ts man. 
But whoever reads over this Second Epiſile, with 


* ee Oblervation- and Exactnefs, wilt cafily 


| perceive 
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perceive that .the chief, if not the ak Deſi Jan of it, 
is to beget and encourage in him an unſhaken Steadineſs 
in his Religious Opinions; that ſo be might not by 
any Inconſtancy of his Own, give. Occaſion or Coun- 
tenance to the Dreams and F ancies of 3 and E 
| Profane RI... 
In order to this End, we. e find the Apoſtle, in; the 
ſt Chapter, thus exhorting kim; Hold faſt the Form, 
or Summary, of of ſound Words, bub, thou haſt beard 
of me: That "gd thing which was committed unto thee, 
keep. The Chapter of which my Text is a part, begins 
thus; Thou 1 my ſon, be ſtrong in the grace 
whack is in Chriſt Jeſus. At the 15th Verſe we read, 
Study to ſbew thy ſelf approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be 4 oh rightly diegding the Word of 
Truth. But ſhun profane and wain Bublings. And 
again, at the 23d Verſe ; But fooliſh and unlearwd 
Oneftions avoid. The Words of the Text, as we 
tranſlate them, ſeem neither to agree with "hes goes 

before, or follows 'em; and will probably, in the 
Sequel 6 this Diſcourſe, appear by no means to 
come up to the Senſe of the Original, 


. 725 1 Þ © 4 


n ſhall therefore be my. Buſineſs: at this Time, 


*. 


I ft, To explain the Text, "Tas 3 4 nb alas ” 


il and offer ſome Reaſons in ſupport of that Ex- 
| Planation. 4 


And. 2dly, To new the Fimeſe and: Expeiency of 
the Advice contain d in it. 1 


i Pay 
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That 


_ 22 9 Mind, and to denote to us, either 
| Mitifſe, or Oontention, or Emulation, or Which foes 


from. | 55 Leit 4is the ufunl SY of the Words 
Rcaule he Was remarkably Auftere, and Mortify d. 
This Advice, to ſay no worſe of it, would have been 
ſuperſſuods te ene already redut'd by the too frequent 
Severities be exercisd upon himſelf, and who wanted 
met duch Counſel as St. Peter gave our Lord, vis. 
be would "pare, and andulge himſelf, The 
e '{which- puts his Matter beyond all Diſpute) 
8 with his Infirm Statt of Health; and 
piftle, recommends to bim the Care of u. 
+ here mention d, are ſuppos d chen 


beſet the Mind of Man) the love of Glory ; and 
ma inſt theſe he is thought to caution. Timothy. Sur it 
will: appear, upon un Enquiry into the Original Text, 
oftle had a particular Point in View in this 
Dxhorration, and that the Words, when truly render'd 

carry with them a very different Meaning from that 
which they now convey to us, and much better adapted 
to the general Drift of this. . 

Ihe Word, lee, which we Tranſlate 1 outhful, 
is no where to be mer with in the Scriptures, but in 
the Place before us; and conſequently no Light is to 
be borrow'd from hom which may determine us as to 
is ganport.. If it occurrd in Profane Authors, they 
might help us to its Meaning; but as far as yet appears, 
it is no-where us d by them. Under this total want of 


8 _  Afiſtance 


Aſſiſtance therefore, 2s to the ue of the Word ieſelf: 
we muͤſt have recourſe to: thoſe Writers who Have uſd 
the Word ſtom which this is immediately © deriv'd 3 
and by remarking the Senſe they have ard 40. this, 
collect and deduce the Import N the Word before " 
The Verb le, from whence raread; immediately 
derives itſelf; is to be found in moſt of our beſt Authors, 
who generally agree in its Uſe and Meaning : It ſgribes 
to Innovate, or Study Novelty ; ſo it is ug d by () He- 
rodian.; and. ) Thucydides - underſtands by it, to at- 

tempt any Change or Alteration.” The Word eth, 
ſignifies in Lucian (c) the Study and Affectation of Ne- 
3 willy; wilews in (d) Phitarch, is put for one, who 
= e Changes and Innovations, | 
1 It may therefore with great Reaſon be ak'd, why 
nee; is not render d in a ſenſe more agreeable to th 
account of the Verb „ Is it becauſe it is uud 
by any Authors in a different one? That does not ap- 
prar: Inſtances of this kind, if there are any, ſhould 
be produced; otherwiſe that Conſtruction of the Word, 
which bears the neareſt affinity to nwregife, from whenet 
it is m ware be n * have en 
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ſupport it) is vety agreeable to the main. Scope of | the 
Epifile, and to thoſe Exhortations to Steadineſs and 
Conſtancy which I have before recited, _ 

It is here to be remark d that ſome of; the "EY 
graphers render maſſegis o, to imitate the Manners and Af. 
fections of Youth ;' and cite a Faſſage out of Ariſtopha- 
nes bis Flutus, hers it is taken in that Senſe. Now 
ſuppoſing the Truth of bat is here alledg d; one fin- 
gle: Inſtance of this kind, cannot, in Reaſon, over- 
throw a Conſtruction. ſo agreeable to the general Uſe 


which they cite, is not in Ariſtophanes his Plutus ; and 
| what is more cemarka ble, the Verb , is riot once 
usd by. that Author, in any of the eleven Pieces of his, 

N are now extant. - This is the fi ogle Inſtance 
which they offer, where the Word is us'd in a Senſe 
different from that which I have been contending for; 
and this we find is no Inſtance. 

But I would obſerve farther, with regard to the 


Paſſage under our .Confi deration, That we. may, from 


5 3 Places in this 2d Epi ſtle, form a very probable 
ConjeQure, that the Apoſtle means by en Suulas, Fancies, 
or Caveat Thus in the 3d Chapter and the 6th 
Ver le, we read, Al viduelle Te v ctomge u 
e cpu — Ache Ae, leading captive ö fully 


5 women 


This Interpretation, (which, i is another Argument to 


of that Word in the beſt Authors. But the Paſſage 


- 86 
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£73 


women laden with \ ſine," lad about with divers Conti 


or Opinion. For theſe laſt Words ſeem deſigwd to 
convey to us an Image of their Wavering and a 
tainty in Opinion. And this Senſe appears ſtil” more 
probable, from the Words which follow, Ever learn - 
ing; and yet, becauſe they were ready 1 to hear every 
new and falſe Teacher, never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the Irutb. Ever learning, muſt refer to their 
Opinions: And dar they were never able to come to 
tte knowledge of the Truth, proceeded, moſt. probably, 3 
from their being hed about with every Wind of Doerine ; 
and from their Propenſity to follow every, Pretender, 4 
Wiko- was vain enough to think himſelf apt to Teach.” 
In the 4th Chapter and the 3d Verſe the Apoſtle | 
Wien expreſſes himſelf”; FS v xajegs re A Drapes N- 
dr NE,ẽ Bx avs $Zovlay, N cr Tg iz Cue; tho thioweed- ” 
eb Mr Ass For the time will come when they will not 
endure jound Doclrine, but will heap to themſelves ſuch 
Teachers, as will fall in with their private Conceits and 
Opinions: : They will not endure found Dobirine, and 
will therefore liſten to ſuch Teachers, as will adapt 
their Preceprs' to the favourite Notions and ſtrong Con- 
reite of thoſe they inſtruct. For ſo it ſhould ſeem 
tap may be render d, without any Violence offer d 
to it. There is a Paſhge likewiſe in the Firſt Epiſtle 
which favours this Senſe; at tlie gth' Verſe of the õth 
Chapter - we read, 0. 2. ne A tumrinleow E 
N 3. 15 ! bmi9vujulag rg Evofrus' 2 BXabipet. 
If we compate theſe Words with. the 3d, 4th,” and 5th 
Verſes of theiſamp Chapter, to which chey very plamly 
r we hall * fend reaſon to wee 
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But Follow often Rich: 
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WAH are already neveab d:; 
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ment in Religious Opinions; and 
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Pegce with thew that 
ſincere; Chriſtians, and whole Hearts are undefiled with 
any mixture of Falſe Doctrine or Hereſy: for that, 


23 doubtleſs, is one Notion of Scripture Purity, Thus this 
3 Verſe is reconcil'd to it Self, to the Context, and to 

che general Scope and Drift of the Epiſile, 
It ſeems to be no ill grounded Suppoſition, that 
Commentators have fo univerſally run into the Expo- 
ſition I have been confuting, from that Expreſſion of 

St. Paul's, in his 1ſt Epiſtle ; Let no Man deſpiſe thy 

3 Towb, Now, though ic might be ſufficient to obſet vs, 
that this Reaſon is a very unſatisfactory one, and that 
gan Expreſſion in the 1ſt Epiſtle, cannot convey a Mean- 
ing to Words in the ad, which they will not bear; it 
may be remark'd here, that if St. Paul had thought the 
Advice in the Text, as we read it, neceſſary; it is 
moſt probable, he would have given it in the ſame Epiſtle 
where he mentions his Tonth, It does not ſeem at all 
likely that the Apoſtle ſhould reſerve a Caution of this 
Nature for his ad Epiſtle, which he wrote (a) Six Years 
YZ after the Firſt; when Timathy, according to the beſt 
Accounts, was near Forty Years of Age; and therefape 
when there was leſs Reaſon to fear his falling into thele 
Torwtbful Lafisr, and conſequently lels Realon to guard 
him agaioſt em. And what gives ſtill a greater De- 
gree of Probability to this way of Realoning, is, that 
we cannot diſcover, upon the niceſt Scrutiny into 


ebase Ges of Timothy. j Dias 2308. 
55 wore een D  Timothy's 


Ctr] 


Tiwothy 8 Conduct, during this intervening Time; any 
part of i it which made this Advice more ſealonable, than 
When St. Paul wrote his 1ſt Epiſtlle. 
Having offer d this Interpretation of the Text, and 
che Reafons upon which I ground it; I am now, in the 
ad Place, to ſhew the Expediency and F itneſs of the 
Advice contain'd i A 1 
l And, 1ſt, If Timothy had ne fond of New 
l Fa. Opinions, it is obvious to remark, that his Practice 
-would have given great Encouragement and Counte- * 
nance to the Innovations of Others. The Peop le f 
Epheſus were at that time much diſpos'd to e 
Hurt by ſuch an Example. Hereſies then began to infect 
ü Men's Minds, and to corrupt em from the Simplicity that 
it in Chriſt. If therefore Timothy, who had been Edu- 
cated by St. Paul at Lyſira, who bad been his Aſſiſtant, 
and the Companion of his Travels, concerning Whom 
the Apoftle had exprefsd himſelf with ſo much Com- 
placency and Approbation, and whom he had appointed 
Eiſhop of Eyler; Ja be, I fay, had advanc'd any 
Notions, which were neither expreſsly contain'd in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, nor by juſt Con- 
ſequence deducible from it; his Conduct would doubt- 
Teſs have been urg'd by Seducers, as a Vindication of 
their own, The Enemies of Chriſtianity, who were 
then, and have been ever fince, very numerous, would 
not have faibd to have made all poſlible Uſe of ſuch an 
Objection. It would probably have been inſiſted on, That 
great Deference was to be paid to the Charadter and 
Virtues of Timothy : And a Practice of this kind, how- 
ever er unjuſtifable in it len might, when recommended 
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by: n have been very prevailing. by By this 


means: ſincere Belicvers, WhO had. received | the F aithi 


from him; would have HAbouted under the greateſt L Dif-' 


Aen. Diſcouragements; and might, we may 


reaſonably Pos, ns been Om. in Mind, be at 


leaſt troubled.” 
() In the ful Ages, *. cho. only way to uod mae 


* Danger, was to adhere to the Biſhop in Commu- 
nion and Doctrine: It concern d him to Tae the 


Innovations of Falſe-Teachers, from the Truths of Chris 
ſtianity ; and to convince Others, that what they ad- 


vanc'd, wanted a juſt Foundation. | He was to call 
every Opinion, that appear d to its Standard and Touch- 


ſtone, the Form of ſound Words which he had received, * 


But if He Himſelf had been infected, if He had taughs 
any other Dodirine; the only ordinary. Means of ory > 


would have been taken away: 
It is eaſy to conceive, that in thoſe cab Timed: 1 
Chriſtianiry, Was lo fab from being an ERabliſh'd Reli- 
gion, that it was, comparatively - Fpeahing underſtood 
but by Few, the Opinions of Timothy muſt carry with 
'em great Authority; and therefore it was worthy of Saint 
Paul's Care and Solicitude, to preſerve Him from fall- 
ing into Errour, en whole en lo much de- 
pended; | + 
: Whereas, ot ia _ FSR | bis FW EO wy 
Steadineſs dad not but have been of the greateſt Ser- 


vice to Religion. For when Believers ſaw the Faith of 
their "PP." ie the: Houle built Tn a Rock, — 


8 . 


3 * ä 


(se) See all Tgnative- his Tolles 
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wih 


[ 12 } 
Wind: of 3 they 
the. ſeveral Torrents ol Novel "and Herctical 05 pinions 


beating ageink. it id vam ſuch a Frbſpet muſt 


_ fanily give new: Life nee witheir Une e 
Perſeverance, 


And as ſuch a Conduct in 1 a FRA priveld 
à Comfort and Support to: the, Faithful ; ſo likewiſe 
| might: id have been a Means of damping the Hopes 
and Endeaybuts uf thoſe that oppos d themſelves ; and 
migbr, in the Iſſue, have diſposd em to enquire 
thoroughly into a Per ſwaſion, which could give ſuch 
| Reſolution and Power | hats Mew. Thus at length 
they night bave known the Worth of that Pearl of 
great Frice; which, for want of n its Value, 
Up: hid thebwn away. 4 
& Second Argument, to evince the Fimeſi of the 3 
Advice in the Text, may be taken from this Con- 
ſideration; That ſuch a Practice, as the A 3 


poſtle here 
acutions Taathy againſt, would: have. enfeebl'd; and 


 Tidanwd his Reset and Cenſures, We have early xe 
Inſtances of the Apoliles Cenſuring Offenders, in tbe 
Caſes of Simon Magur, and the Corinthiaz who bad | 

matried his Fathers Wife. The Reaſon and Neceſſity 
of. Diſcipline, wete not peculiar to the Apoſtolick Age, 
but are aſking and perpetual. Accordingly we find, 
that this Power was not only exercisd by the 
Apoſtles, but by their Succeſfars che Primitive 
Anil: whocycr looks into the purer Ages of the Church, 
when this Diſcipline was maintain d in a regular and 
proper manner, and was not proſtituted to ſerve hu- 
mane Paſſions ; will readily contcls, that ĩt * d 


[3] 
many excellent Effects. "Church. Cennet then, ; 
appear to the: greateſt Advantage, when we con- 
ider em as ſo many kind Reſtraints and Expe- 
dients to reſcue the Vitious from the unhappy 
Meaſures they are engag'd in; and when they are 
employd with this View, That they who depart 
Fan OT, For * 4 Seafon, bre be receie d for E er. 

But in order 0 give Cenſures their due 
Weight, and to Subs em to reach the Conſciences 
of Men; they ſhould never be inflicted by thoſe, 
who themſelves ſtand in need of ſuch Reſtraints. 
In this View; they will be conſider'd only as the 
arbitrary Effects of Power; and will contribute more 
| to harden the Offender, than to ſoften him into Re- 
pentance. It would chen have but ill become Timo- 
thy, to have charged ſome, that theytaught no other Doct. 
rine, if he himſelf had either invented, or given heed 
to Fables.” In this Caſe, to have exercis d Diſcipline, 
would have made it deſpisd; and all its wholeſome 
and medicinal Effects would have been ee by 
ſuch an Application. 

It may be proper to obſerve farther, That if Te 
3 mothy had been infected with the love of Novelty, he 
5 might very probably have been backward in Co. 
ing others, who indulg'd themſelves in the ſame way. 
He might have been backward in Cenſuring i in. ſuch 
Inſtances, from a Conſciouſneſs that he muſt do it 
with a very ill Grace ; and from this natural Re- 
flexion, That he could not Cenſure Their Con- 


| duct, without Condemning his Own. By this means, 
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who, with Nowatiaz, would have falſify'd their Truſt: 
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| Innoyatigrſs of: the Infeiige Glerpy; if he nale 


had. been, their Leader in that Practice! 


| *, The Ooſpel, no daubt, 45 ore peculiarly re- 


dae een to Ihe Care of Chriſtian Paſtors, to be 
V tbem preſervd inviolable; and as ſuch, to be 


: 30 rn to the Generatiohs: to come; and 


therefor e we. find the Apoſtle, with an Earneſtneſs 
and Frequency - which” ſpeak the Importance of 


the Precept, calling upon Timothy to keep, and to 


hold; faſt, that which was committed unto him; con- 


9 ſequently, to oppoſe all that Novelty, which ſerves 
only to amuſe the Ignorant; and gratify the Vitious; 
and Which is ſo far from having any Reaſons to 


gent it, that, to every unprejudiced Mind, it 


muſt at finſt view appear preſumptuous and ablutd. 


For all Artempts to make humane. Additions to 


a ve mann, are alike Too. d im- 


pigy 
| Fitneſs of the Advice in the Text, is, That at the 


"The laſt "I, 1 ſhall offer; in Proof f abe 


very Time when it was given, cheve: were Endea- 
vours, to blend ſeveral Doctrines and Tenets with 


Chriſtianity, - which were foreign to it. It was 


chen maintain d, That the Law of Moſes es was as 


Obli . to "Chriſtians, as ever it had been to 


the Jews ; That Chriſtian Liberty conſiſted in giving 1 
a Looſe to all our Vicious Inclinations ; and Thar, iz 


— Philetus, e y to the Heref y of 18 


caught chat the Reſurrettion was already paſt; and, 
Ry chough 


3 | Proofs were full and unexceptionable ; 4 . they 
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though they were no better amd , provid alle . 
nn the Faith of ſome. 

Ia thoſe early Days, it was not pretend: that 
08 Evidence Was J deleAbbe, or that the Facts upon 
which Chriſtianity” depended were falſe; this Proof 
was reſerved for the nicer Diſcernment of, tlie 
preſent Age. And theteſore the Scheme; Which 
the Beens of it then laid down, was to cor= 
rupt its Purity j and, by mixing ſome Nove! and 
Erconeous Doctrines unn it; to leſſen its Repu- 
ation and Influence in the World: It was 'then 
IJ chought a wild and irrational Project, to diſpute 
cke Reality of Facts ſo well 1 5 ted. The 


perceivd it would turn to vety little Account to 
object to the Evidence: And therefore they were 
reduced to this Method; which could never have 
been their choice, if the former had not been 
3X judg'd hopeleſs and rw If they could 
3 have Diſprovd Chriſtianityj; That, no doubt, 
would have been the ſhorteſt way. of dealing 
with it. But though they could uot, with any 
Proſpe& of ' Succeſs, deny the Truth of It, 
they had ſome Hopes, from a deſign of tam - 
pering with its Doctrines, and accommodating 
ꝛem to the Corruptions of Humane Nature. They 

were ſure of a favourable Hearing, and of finds = 
ing many Friends and Abettors, among the Paſs 
ſions of Men. This then was the beſt Refuge 

1 of the earlieſt Enemies to our Religion, — - 
F Was 
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Hm, wick A Vigilance. gate. to. "their 
er, St Raul had employ'd. much Time hou 


Saal ſolleitous, for thzt Qhurch 5 
aceaupt-of the Tnünense af the City and becauſe 
many had hetray'd, greet; Ironſtenqy, : with: regard 
9: de hui Dodeine, which, alleded Him "wi 
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*. _neavawing. te import their Errors 


:Jteapcern'd : Time to he very _ 
polene and Sia in-what he had advanced, 6 to 


which he had ws F 
end,', This Saaſon to dhe Chriſtian 
Fruths, ealkd fen all ha Diſcretion. and Fr 
delity; and every Appearange of Innovation in 
Him, was to be avaided, that He might * 
the greater: Freedom and Sucaelt refwavee | 
and that be 
for 1b Tai, without the 
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1 -offerd this Interpretation of the' Text: 
| apd the Reaſons upan which I ground it; and 
bang likewiſe oblervd the Fitneſs and Expedi- 
eney of the Advice. contain'd' in it; 1 ſhall only 

add a Reflexion, which very vaturally ariſes from 
wbt has been deliverd, and will be a Paper Con- 

cloſion of ig Diſcourle, 
Y The Reflexion” is [this The Contempe with 
ich St. Pan! treats 1565 and Heretical Opinions, 
and the Authors of em. His Expreſſions, upon this 
Occaſion, are very: remarkable: He calls em faoliſ | 
and. unlaaru d Queſtions ; Fables; profane aud wain 
Bablings 3. ws! of” Science falſely Jo called. 
= Such, indeed, t they ate, when compared to the 
ie which. it from Above, to thoſe Scriptures 
W which, are given by Inſpiration of God. No one 
W conſider'd the Weakneſs and. Infirmities of Human 
Natwe: with - mote Compaſſion than St. Faul. 
His cuſtomary way: was, to entreat with all. Long= 
ſulfaring and Patience; aud to ſhew Men their Errors, 
with a Concern and Tenderneſs peculiar to the Re- 
= ligion which he taught. But, when nothing lefs 
would ſatisfy: Men, | a Pretence to be Wiſer: 
| 9-0 « * his Apoſties,. he was full of In- 
—_— 
PF... is greet Weigbt, in CTR Trinaur ko 
obſexwd, ee to our preſent Purpoſe; wiz. 
7 eb The none of thoſe Biſhops which were ap- 

— by the . nor any. of their Suc- 


= Wo) Grabes =o lid 3. cap. > 
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[= *Y 
cc ceſſors down to o his Time, had — any thing 
6e. like the | Hereſies Che ' bad been confuting. If 
cr there had: bel any ſuch hidden Myſteries, which 
E| the | Apoſtles taught thoſe only Who were Per- 
& fect, (as the Valentinians pretended ; ) he argues 4 
ce very juſtly, That it was highly probable” the 
cc Governors of the Churches would have 'been 
ct et into em by the Apoſtles, ” “ This Reaſoning 
muſt affect a wodeſt and ſober Mind with great 
Force. I would here incidentally remark, That 
| there was this Objection, among many others, a- 
gainſt the Valentinians, That they thought them 
ſelves the Perfect, ta whom alone theſe hidden 
Myſteries were reveald; and conſequently, were 
arriv'd at the higheſt Pitch of that Pride and Vanity, 
to which moſt, I believe I uy oY all, Herefi ies 
have o- d their Riſe. L 
It is a miſtaken Notion, and yet as prevailing, 
as if it was built on a Juſt Foundation'; That, in 
order to be Conſiderable, Ken muſt ſtare ſomething 
New. They, who formerly were moſt renown'd 
in the Chriſtian Church, gave all Diligence to write 
unto us of the Common Salvation; and They who are 
now the Creat Ornaments of it, have defended its 
ancient Truths, againſt the Cavils and Inſults of 
Perverſe Men. The Objections, which of late have 


been rais d againſt Chri lau, have been \confider'd 
we. much JOE 12 chan 11 5 OT BY | 
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5 See the Biſhop o of 80 baut Vindication ; 0. The Miracle 
The 


. * "Rt Yor, Vindicated. 
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| Authors of dem, base, at the Expence of O 


mon Honeſty, hewn their III-Will to our Religion: 
They have produc'd Authorities for their Opinions; 


which, when fairly quoted, make againſt em. That 


Gale muſt be Bad, which wants ſuch Support ; 
for a Good One Ain it. If what of late, has 
been advanc'd againſt the Chriſtian Religion, is all 
that can be ſaid againſt it; we have one very good 
Argument more for holding it faſt : And if theſe 


Men continue to Write againſt it, it is probable, 
that in Time, there will not be a Man of Senſe who 
wort be aham d to own himſelf an Unbeliever. 

To Conclude. Whatever any Man Advances, 


0 far as it is repugnant to the Scriptures, is to be 
deipis'd : To Them let us go to learn the Meaſures 


of our Faith and Obedience. All thoſe Opinions 
and Dodrines, which are ncither expreſsly contain'd 


in theſe Writings, nor by juſt Conſequence dedu- 
cible from em, concern not us. The Holy Ghoſt 
| himſelf was to bring thoſe things to the Remembrance 
of the A poſtles, which our Lord had taught, and 


no more. And Feſus Chriſt, as in his Divine Na- 


ture, ſo likewiſe in his Doctrine, is the Jame, Teſter- 
ay, to * „ and for Ever. 
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